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‘In an email that triggered eye-rolls among his parliamentary 
colleagues, Antic announced he’d be rolling out the red carpet for a 
parliamentary briefing from Professor Ramesh Thakur and Dr David 
Bell of the International Health Reform Project at Parliament House 
on June 24’.
Sydney Morning Herald, 17 June 2026, 
https://www.smh.com.au/cbd/alex-antic-rolls-out-red-carpet-for-
maga-aligned-who-haters-20260616-p607bt.html
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Letter to Editor 
– Not Published



Hostility to UN

The Other Side (Damien Coory), ‘Why Iran? Why Now?’, 10 April 
2026 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOF5gcjqvdg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOF5gcjqvdg




Global Governance: The Imperative
• ‘There is no government for the world. Yet, on any given day, innumerable 

commercial, professional, diplomatic and personal cross-border activities take 
place in reasonable expectation of  safety and security for the people, groups, 
firms and governments involved. This immediately raises a puzzle: how is the 
world governed even in the absence of  a world government in order to 
provide order, stability and predictability and produce norms, codes of  
conduct and regulatory, surveillance and compliance instruments? The answer 
is global governance whose content embraces the totality of  laws, norms, 
policies and institutions that define, constitute and mediate relations between 
citizens, societies, markets and states in the international system… In this 
global governance architecture, the UN system functions as the inner core of  
the mandated multilateral machinery’ (p.  29).



Global Governance: Overreach

A growing range of  UN entities reach deep into the domestic jurisdictions 
of  other states through standards, rules and regulations. Their normative 
element gives them global reach and transcendental importance.

• The [Security] Council has vastly expanded its powers and reach in recent years, 
including with respect to the use of  military force, coercive economic sanctions, and 
directing member states on the terms of  domestic legislation. (2017, p. 355)

• What is the legitimacy of  an international technical experts committee in overruling 
the social and political policy preferences of  a democratic member state that touch 
on questions of  fundamental national identity? This is particularly acute [when] 
‘experts’ with an activist agenda who subscribe to the victimhood and grievance 
industry are favoured appointees on such a committee, instead of  a balance between 
them and people who hold ‘traditional’ values and beliefs. (2017, p. 104).



The bases of [the UN’s] legitimacy include its credentials for representing the international
community, agreed procedures for making decisions on behalf of international society and political
impartiality. But sometimes this elides into claims of legitimacy based on the technical identity of the
Secretariat as an international civil service, which is quite problematic. For example, when post-war
Iraq requested UN assistance for training Iraqi judges and prosecutors who would be trying
Saddam Hussein and his senior associates, the response from Kofi Annan was that the organisation
would not assist national courts that can impose the death penalty. Similarly, in his [2004] report
on transitional justice, Annan again affirmed that the UN would not establish or participate ‘in
any tribunal for which capital punishment is included among possible sanctions’.

Whose preferred political morality is this? What proportion of  the world’s people live under 
governments that have capital punishment on their statutes, including China, India, Indonesia and 
the USA? Who sets the relevant international standards and benchmarks? Does the UN somehow 
have a state of  grace above its member states? (2006, pp. 349–50; 2017, p. 392)

Global Governance: Overreach - 2







Ramesh Thakur’s Google Scholar Citations



Highly Skewed Health Threats Landscape

According to the United Nations World Water Development Report 2026, 
(https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/united-nations-world-water-development-
report-2026) released on 19 March, as of  2024: 

• Around 2.1 billion people still lack safely managed drinking water services;

• 3.4 billion people lack safely managed sanitation; and

• 1.7 billion people lack basic hygiene services at home.

This is obviously the case in poorer countries. Should they really be required to 
redirect resources from addressing these priorities in their health threats 
infrastructure in order to help with global pandemic preparedness efforts that is 
a donors-driven WHO priority?
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Lockdown’s Cost-Benefit Analysis
Heather L. Taylor, et al., Fairbanks School of  Public Health, ‘The unintended health effects of  

US COVID-19 lockdowns: a systematic review’, Health Affairs Scholar, Nov 2025

• A systematic review of  132 peer-reviewed studies that synthesises the 
unintended health effects of  Covid-19 lockdown policies across the US: 
shelter-in-place/stay-at-home orders, workplace closures, school closures. 
Study showed 454 unique outcomes:

• Three overall conclusions

• ‘very low quality evidence’ that lockdowns would be effective before they were instituted;

• ‘lack of  information on potential unintended downstream consequences’;

• Yet, decision-makers proceeded anyway, despite the ‘serious ethical, economic, health 
equity, and human rights concerns’ resulting from these policies.

• The most important stated goal of  lockdowns was Covid-related mortality. On 
this, the study found that lockdowns had ‘little to no effect’.



Lockdown CBA - 2
Overwhelming majority of  studies did find negative side or unintended effects of  
lockdown policies:

• Of  the 454 unique outcomes, 75% were detrimental, including 93% of  mental health outcomes;

• 94% detrimental effects on obesity, which is one of  the most harmful physical conditions;

• Delayed healthcare screenings = substantially higher rates of  late-stage lung cancer diagnoses;

• In almost 97% of  studies, there was significant learning loss and disrupted socialisation among 
younger demographics. Remember, children and adolescents essentially had zero risk of  
significant impacts from Covid itself;

• For vulnerable demographic groups (e.g. ‘visible minorities’ or POC), 100% detrimental 
outcomes on key metrics like obesity, food access, economic stability.

Follow The Science. Do what the experts tell you. Don’t mention the consequences. 
Honour & promote the chief  health officers. Mock & vilify critics and dissenters as 
granny-killing anti-socials. Never admit wrongdoing. Dismiss calls for accountability. 
Embed the deadly pandemic preparedness and response paradigm in a global treaty.















The Australian, 26 May 2026, 
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-
climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-
trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/chris-bowens-climate-team-bills-taxpayers-almost-500k-for-overseas-cop-trips/news-story/fb7f72ea47be9eb4c62b12581ca38b53


The WHO Pandemic Accords

• Furthermore, there is to be a Conference of  the Parties (COP), with authority to establish 
subsidiary bodies, that will meet within one year of  the treaty’s entry into force and every 
five years thereafter to review and recommend additional measures to strengthen the 
treaty’s implementation. States parties and the WHO secretariat, which will service the 
treaty, are also required to submit periodic reports to the COP on their implementation 
measures. States are mandated to maintain or increase PPPR funding ... A Coordinating 
Financial Mechanism will also be established. The emergency use authorization of  Covid 
vaccines has proven to be enduringly contentious. Yet, the treaty doubles down on this, 
requiring parties to have the technical capacity, and legal, administrative, and financial 
frameworks, to support the expedited regulatory review and/or emergency regulatory 
authorization of  pandemic-related health products.

• The accords could also potentially facilitate and underwrite censorship of  health 
information and debate on response measures under the guise of  combating 
“infodemics”.

The Right to Health Sovereignty: Policy Report, p. 62.
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